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In Memoriam
Richard Joseph 

“Rick” Fiala
1957 – 2026

The Saint Louis sports community suffered a 
tragic loss on March 24, 2026.  Richard J. “Rick” 
Fiala was a baseball man through and through.  
He was a little league champion, a high school 
district All American, and an NCJAA College All-
American.  After leading Meramec to the NJCAA 
World Series, he played two more years for 
Southern Illinois University.   His college years 
were followed by a stint with the Sauget Wizards 
of the Mon-Clair League, which he led to several 
league championships.  

He will be remembered as a top-level player, 
coach, game official, mentor and friend.  His 
baseball mind was incredible and his memory 
of the past games he played and coached was 
crazy accurate.  For the Metro Collegiate League, 
Rick was a true ambassador.  He embraced our 
philosophy of no travel and no commercial trappings 
for summer collegiate baseball.  He stood behind 
our belief of a balanced schedule, plenty of reps, 
solid competition and player development.   Living 
proof is the dozens of players he helped develop.  
Under his tutelage, they learned and prospered in 
our program, typically moving onward and upward 
in baseball and life in general.

Rick joined the St. Louis Metro Collegiate League 
in March of 2003.  When “Metro” needed one more 
coach, he volunteered to put a squad together for 
the summer season and oh, what a summer it was.  
His team won the regular season title, the league 
championship series and then went on to Ohio to 
compete in the NBAF College World Series.  He 
guided his team to capture that championship and 
proudly brought the title back to St. Louis.

In 2007 Rick was involved in a life changing 
automobile accident that left him partially 
paralyzed.  Though he never fully recovered, his 
handicap didn’t dampen his zeal for the game of 
baseball.  He promptly returned to coaching in the 
Metro Collegiate League after the accident, leading 
his Metro Bandits team to multiple season titles; 
the final championship coming in 2024.

His commitment, devotion to the game of 
baseball, and respect for his players was second 
to none.  In 2009, Rick was deservedly inducted 
into the St. Louis Amateur Baseball Hall of Fame, 
where he will be forever honored as one who went 
the extra mile for the game he loved so much.  
He will be missed and fondly remembered by the 
teams and generations of players he touched along 
the way.  With his passing, the Metro League has 
sadly lost one of its favorite sons.



2026 NATIONAL TEAM 2026 AMERICAN TEAM
No. Player’sName Team Position Hgt/Wgt Bats/Throws School/U Grade

  2 Steven Baudendistel Recruits SS 5'9"/170 Right/Right Lawrence U Sophmore

  3 Jeremy Vickers Recruits P 5'7"/150           /Right U of MO Club Baseball Junior

  4 Aiden Cizek Recruits 3B 5'10"/165 Left/Right Missouri S&T Senior

  7 Gabriel Duncan Bandits C 6'2"/195 Right/Right Missouri Valley College Sophmore

  8 Teru Khan Bandits P 5'10"/165 Switch/Right Missouri Baptist U  Senior

10 Logan Stewart Recruits SS 5'10"/190 Right/Right Freed-Hardeman U Sophmore

11 Logan Holmes Wizards P 6'1"/175 Left/Left Uncommitted Junior

12 Robert Watson III Bandits P 5'10"/210 Right/Left Central Baptist College Senior (5Y)

13 Mac Floyd Wizards CF 6'0"/190 Right/Right Uncommitted Junior

14 Devin Freeman Recruits CF 6'0"/175 Right/Right MO Southern State U Freshman

15 Tucker Thompson  Wizards SS 6'0"/160 Right/Right Uncommitted Junior

15 Ryan Meyer Bandits 1B 6'3"/180 Right/Right University of Missouri Sophmore

16 Colton Dryden Recruits CF 6'0"/200 Right/Right MO Southern State U Sophmore

17 Brayden Good Bandits  SS 6'1"/195 Right/Right Uncommitted Freshman

18 David Passow Bandits P 5'10"/160 Right/Right STL Community College Sophmore

19 James Baudendistel Recruits P 6'2"/175 Left/Right MIL School of Engineering Freshman

19 Drew Patrick Bandits P 6'3"/205 Right/Right Maryville University Junior

20 Andrew Bobber Wizards C 6'0"/195 Right/Right Uncommitted Junior

21 Samuel Thomas Wizards P 6'1"/190 Right/Left MN West Com & Tech Sophmore

21 Edward Uschold Recruits RF 6'1"/200 Right/Right Maryville University Senior

22 Paul Bautista Bandits SS 6'3"/193 Right/Right Clarendon College Sophmore

24 Callahan Turin Recruits C 6'0"/195 Right/Right St. Charles Com College Sophmore

24 Ethan Weber Bandits 3B 6'0"/195 Right/Right Culver-Stockton College Senior

28 Adam Hanan Wizards 1B 6'5"/215 Right/Right Mid-America Christian U Junior

29 Austin Szverra Recruits P 6'0"/190 Right/Right MO Baptist University Senior (5Y)

30 Brennan Nickerson Recruits 3B 6'1"/235 Right/Right Missouri Valley College  Sophmore

No. Player’s Name Team Position Hgt/Wgt Bats/Throws School/U Grade

  2 Aiden Harris Rascals P 5'10"/175 Left/Right Spoon River College Freshman

  3 Max Schnitzler Lobos 3B 6'2"/190 Right/Right Mission University  Junior

  4 Drew Kobe Lobos SS 5'7"/160 Right/Right Harris Stowe State C Junior

  4 Talan Benbrook Rascals CF 5'8"/170 Right/Right Webster University  Junior

  5 Kannon Walker Lobos CF 5'10"/167 Right/Left UMSL Senior (5Y)

  5 Kolton Wright Rascals SS 5'10"/170 Right/Right SIUE Junior

  9  Colton Gatton Rascals 3B 5'8"/185 Right/Right John Wood Com College  Freshman

10  Carter Adkins Lobos P 5'9"/185 Right/Right Uncommitted Sophmore

11 Josh Pierce Lobos P 5'11"/195 Left/Left St. Charles Com College Sophmore

13 Hayden Waters Lobos CF 6'0"/205 Right/Right Harris Stowe State C Senior

13 Ethan Hofmeister Rascals LF 5'8"/200 Right/Right Southwestern IL College Sophmore

14 Brayden Robertson Rascals CF 5'10"/155 Right/Right U of IL Springfield Freshman

15 Levi Lalonde Lobos P 6'2"/220 Right/Right Harris Stowe State C Senior

16  Colton Kossuth Lobos CF 5'10"/185 Right/Right Truman State University Freshman

18 Hayden Burns Lobos 3B 5'10"/215 Right/Right William Woods Junior

18 Hayden Bugger Rascals 2B 5'11"/190 Right/Right Kaskaskia College Sophmore

19 Evan Day Rascals P 6'0"/220 Right/Right MO Baptist University Junior

21 Jon Jezik Lobos 1B 6'1"/230 Left/Left Mckendree University  Sophmore

22 Brayden Hatley Lobos 1B 6'3"/215 Right/Right Harris Stowe State C Senior

23 Ben Hutchinson Lobos RF 6'3"/183 Left/Left Illinois College Sophmore

24  Alex Savage Rascals 1B  5'11"/206 Right/Right Southwestern IL College  Sophmore

25  Chase Alwardt Rascals P 6'3"/230 Left/Left University of Indianapolis  Junior

27 Konnor Asbury Rascals RF 5'9"/180 Right/Right Quincy University Sophmore

28 Nicholas Franklin Rascals  C 6'2"/245 Right/Right Lewis & Clark Com College Sophmore

NATIONAL ALL-STAR TEAM:
Manager, Luke Smith
Coach, Josh Stratton 
Coach, Lonnie Maclin

AMERICAN ALL-STAR TEAM:
Manager, Josh Herrick 
Coach, Chris Lozano
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  3	 Max Schnitzler	 Lobos	 3B/SS	 6'2"/190	 Right/Right	 Mission University	 Junior


